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Indian Scenario

Special features of the Indian pharma industry are : strong, self-reliant and vibrant R & D base, low-cost production, now a net exporter, among others.

International Scenario

The government of Brazil has recently announced reduction in customs duty on 548 chemicals and pharmaceutical items to zero. The duty on remaining pharmaceutical items has also been reduced by 2.5 per cent. China has promised to open up its drug market to foreign companies after January 1, 2003.
Clinical Research

Clinical Research is an important component of medical and health research intended to produce knowledge. In view of the importance of Clinical Research in medical research, theme taken up for this quarter is 'Clinical Research.'
Marketing

Expenditure by a pharma firm in India for market research is negligible as compared with that of other sectors, such as FMCG industry.

Research & Development

Though research has been an ongoing process in most of the large pharmaceutical companies, it has now become much more focused and organized.

Biotechnology

The biotech market in India is expected to witness a sharp jump to touch US $ 2.5 billion by 2002 as against US $ 800 million a year ago.

Policies & Amendments

· By March 2002, the entire drug control machinery in the country is set to function in a computerized environment.
· The Union government is proposing to set up a Medical Grants Commission to co-ordinate smooth running of medical institutions in India.
Update of select Pharma Companies

Update of Aurobindo Pharma, Cipla, Dr Reddy, Glaxo SmithKline Pharma, Glenmark Pharmaceuticals, Lupin, Morepen Laboratories, Novartis, Ranbaxy Laboratories and Wockhardt.

Future

· Indian pharmaceutical majors should have strategic alliances among themselves to capture export markets by increased leveraging cost advantages.  

· India is slated to be the diabetic capital of the world by 2025, which will serve lucrative opportunities to the concerned manufacturers. 

· India represents a fertile ground for testing new molecules; hence, vast potential exists for clinical trials in India.
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